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Printing Specs
Size (flat): 17.25” x 24”
Size (finished): 5.75” x 8”

Printing: CMYK + aqueous coating on 80lb dull text
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Working together for healthy waters

VIEW 2

WHAT'S THE
PROBLEM?

Grayfish are popular aquarium pets and used frequently in
classrooms. Well-meaning people sometimes release unwanted
non-native crayfish into waterbodies, where they can become
invasive and harmful to our environment. They rapidly reproduce,
outcompeting our native species for food and habitat. Some
invasive crayfish make deep burrows, which at high population
lovels cause damage to infrastructuro and excessive erosion. It is
expensive to manage invasive crayfish once they are established

in a waterway and eradicating them is challenging.

Several crayfish species sold in retail outlets are appearing in
waterways far outside their natural ranges. Aquarium retailers,
suppliers, and hobbyists are therefore in a unique and powerful
position to assist scientists in the detection and prevention of

invasive crayfish by following the guidelines in this pamphl

Both mages areof Procambarus clarkl aka red swamp crayish

DID YOU KNOW?

There are over 670 crayfish species worldwide, and
they are important members of aquatic ecosystems.
Crayfish should never be released into the
environment. This includes those sold as pets, food,
and for classrooms.

Non-native crayfish are a major threat to native
aquatic species and can cause undesirable
environmental changes such as bank erosion and

destruction of important aquatic plants.

Retail crayfish have been bred by hobbyists and

culturists around the world to have diverse colors,

color patterns, and shapes which can make
identification difficult.

VIEW 3

CRAYFISH OF CONCERN

In the Great Lakes region, these four kinds of crayish species are most

W H AT s T H E likely to appear in trade: rusty crayfish (Faxonius rusticus), red swamp
larkii), marbled crayfish virginals),
PROBLEM e
L

pamphiet wil help you determine if you're in possession of one of these.

non-naiive craylish.

Crayfish are popular aquarium pats and used frequently in
classrooms. Well-meaning people sometimes release unwanted
non-native crayfish into waterbodies, where they can become
invasive and hamful to our environment. They rapidly reproduce,
outcompeting our native species for food and habitat, Some
invasive crayfish make deep burrows, which at high population

levels Cause damage (o infrastructure and excessive erosion. It is

expensive to manage invasive crayfish once they are established

in a waterway and eradicating them is challenging.

Several crayfish species sold in retail outlets are appearing in
waterways far outside their natural ranges. Aquarium retailers,
fore in a unique and powerful
jon to assist scientists in the detection and prevention of

invasive crayfish by following the guidelines in this pamphiet.

FOUND A SUSPECTED
INVASIVE CRAYFISH?
TAKE THESE STEPS:

Regardiess of the legalty of crayfish retail and possession, any
suspected invasive crayfish should be removed from stock and reported,
Follow these steps.

Teke multple, high resolution photos including close-up
shots from different angles and a full body shot from the
o  lopsideand underside of the craylish. Report it to your
state’s natural resource agency (DNR, DEC, etc)

2 Euthanize the crayfish by placing it in a freezer overnight.
.

‘aquarium fish species. You may be asked to fetain the

3 Do not use live, suspected invasive crayish to feed other
®  carcass for further identification.

(o]

bluring can ke it hard o idncify)
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invasive crayish.

invasive crayfish.
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Common yabby

Red claw (female)

pouch that North Armercan speces fave

Abfomal Australan rayfsh lac o sperm
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Intho ma e claw crayfeh, he uter rger of
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patch. Savesl oher Austalen pacies may dlso
avethispatch bt i whic,

Red claw (male)

overnight i tho carcass for furthor identfcation

VIEW 5

HOW TO USE THIS
IDENTIFICATION GUIDE:
Gheck your crayfish against these four species
using the highlighted anatomical features.

If all the anatomical features match, itis

possible the crayfishis invasive.
In addition to these four species, there may
be more crayfish that your state is concerned
about. Contact your natural resource agency
fora current list and identification resources.

Omamerta ot swamp crayioh robrd i i varity
ofcokrs whte, puri, el T clas Lsual s &
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Rt swarp rayih ity havo a closec
v, meanig e two nvard cuning s
o the back o th head touch sach othr

Red swamp crayfish | Procambarus clarkii

is the world's most

Rusty crayfish | Faxonius rusticus
Native o the Ohio Fiver basi, rusty crafish were radionall most prevalent i th bt rade
but can st be found inthe aquarium rade.

sty crayten el have  broun st

petch roar thlast 2 pars o waking logs and
Back bands aroun ho claw tps.

Fusty crayish ave a dstnct nanoving
tthe bassof e hom onthe e

Rustralian crayfish | Cherax

crawfish, Louisiana crayfish and tri-color ghost lobster

Australan

Marbled crayfish | Procambarus virginalis

Marbled crayfih (or marmokrebs) originated in the aquarium trade and
I
and the ofs Jones. Th i

single ndvidualcan produce an entire population n a short time,

i spocie has  dstit mating
patir,but ctvr socies may ook
‘el Mol cayfh wit s pattomn
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*yabby"

190 size. Some.

Al e Asiralon rayfsh secies lack hard eproducive parts o
heirundarsc,buthave sl bu g rom th edgs of e
ase of the s i of vaking kg caled e gentalpaplla

Common yabby

Red claw (female)

At Austalan raytsh ack th sperm
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{500 he marod cayteh fo comparson).
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