
PRINTING GUIDELINES
When sending to your printer for production, please specify the following:

Size (flat): 17.25” x 24”

Size (finished):  5.75” x 8” 

Printing: CMYK + aqueous coating on 80lb dull text
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HOW TO USE THIS  
IDENTIFICATION GUIDE: 

Check your crayfish against these four species 
using the highlighted anatomical features. 

If all the anatomical features match, it is 
possible the crayfish is invasive.

In addition to these four species, there may 
be more crayfish that your state is concerned 
about. Contact your natural resource agency 
for a current list and identification resources.

1. 2. 3.
Take multiple, high resolution photos of the 
crayfish and report it to your state’s natural 
resource agency. 

Euthanize crayfish by placing 
it into a freezer and leaving it 
overnight.

Do not use live, suspected invasive crayfish to feed 
other aquarium fish species. You may be asked to 
retain the carcass for further identification. 

INVASIVE CRAYFISH  
TO WATCH OUT FOR

Marbled crayfish (or marmokrebs) originated in the aquarium trade and 
are often called the self-cloning crayfish. All marbled crayfish are female 
and the offspring are clones. This species is of high concern because a 
single individual can produce an entire population in a short time.

Australian crayfish are not native to North America. In the United States, concern exists for 
common yabbies (Cherax destructor) and red claw crayfish (Cherax quadricarinatus). Australian 
crayfish species are sometimes only labeled “yabby”. These species may be found in the pet trade 
and are noted for their large size. Some closely resemble their lobster relatives.

Native to the Ohio River basin, rusty crayfish were traditionally most prevalent in the bait trade 
but can still be found in the aquarium trade.

Ornamental red swamp crayfish are bred in a wide variety  
of colors (white, purple, blue). Their claws usually have a  
‘sabre-like’ shape and have bumps all over. These bumps are 
dark red in wild red swamp crayfish. Ornamental varieties may 
have different colored bumps but if examined closely, there may  
be a red tint to the bumps.

Red swamp crayfish typically have a ‘closed 
areola’, meaning the two inward curving lines 
on the back of the head touch each other.

Rusty crayfish have a distinct narrowing  
at the base of the horn on the head.

All female Australian crayfish lack the sperm 
pouch that North American species have 
(see the marbled crayfish for comparison).

In the male red claw crayfish, the outer finger of 
the claw generally has a soft, bright colored red 
patch. Several other Australian species may also 
have this patch but in white. 

All male Australian crayfish species lack hard reproductive parts on 
their underside, but have a small bump protruding from the edge of the 
base of the last pair of walking legs called the ‘genital papilla’.

GOT A SUSPECT?

Rusty crayfish | Faxonius rusticus

Australian crayfish | Cherax

Red claw (female)

Common yabby

Marbled crayfish | Procambarus virginalis

Native to parts of the southern United States, the red swamp crayfish is the world’s most 
intensely aquacultured crayfish species. The species is sold under many names including red 
crawfish, Louisiana crayfish and tri-color ghost lobster.

Red swamp crayfish | Procambarus clarkii

Rusty crayfish usually have a brown ‘rust’ 
patch near the last 2 pairs of walking legs and 
black bands around the claw tips. 

This species has a distinct marbling 
pattern, but other species may look 
similar. Male crayfish with this pattern 
are not marbled crayfish. 

To determine if its a female, look for a 
round pocket-like feature located on 
the underside between the last pair of 
walking legs. This is the sperm pouch 
(called an ‘annulus ventralis’) .

Red claw (male)
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